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Standards ARE:

• State-adopted learning outcomes by 

discipline 

• A roadmap for planning instruction

• The basis of mandated testing

WHAT ARE STANDARDS?

Standards DON’T

• Tell teachers what 

materials to use 

• Determine how to teach 

the outcomes (but may 

offer sequences or ideas)

Selection of materials comes at multiple levels states, district, schools, 
department, individual teachers. 



Types of Outcomes/Competencies (‘domains’)

Knowledge:

Disciplinary 
content/topics

Skills: 

Students Will Be 
Able To [identify, 

demonstrate]. 
(SWABAT). 

Dispositions: 

Character traits 
values 

Social-emotional

(fuzzier/not in tested 
standards)
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Examples of Content and Skills by Discipline 
Discipline Content: Students should know . . . Skills: Students should be able to 

ELA - Narrative structure
- Parts of Speech

- Identify a character’s motives
- Interpret data

Social 
studies

- Causes of the Civil War
- How a bill becomes law

- Compare perspectives in primary 
sources

- Interpret data & information 

Science - Life cycle of a butterfly
- The periodic table

- Conduct an experiment
- Interpret data & information
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Identify the heart of your book:

- What meaningful, relevant topics and themes are reflected in my book?

- disciplinary content knowledge does it address?

- What skills can students acquire as they engage with my text?

Science Social studies Language arts

Don’t chase individual standards w/just a key word search.

Think about your book as a way to support rigorous, relevant instruction.
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STRUCTURE/VOCABULARY OF STANDARDS



Philosophy

Major 
categories

Subcategories

Specific 
standard

Standards are 
layered. 

Number and 
names of 
layers varies 
by discipline.

Coding 
(designation) 
also differs.



Aligning Using the Goldilocks Approach

JUST RIGHT: 
Key layer(s) + specific 

standards.

TOO BIG: 
Top layers only. 

Vague. 
“All things to all people.”

TOO SMALL: 
Picking isolated 

standards.
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STRUCTURE OF NEXT GENERATION 
SCIENCE STANDARDS



Next Generation Science 

Philosophy: Three-
Dimensional Learning 

(emphasis on 
experimentation, critical 
thinking, engineering and 
design thinking)
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DISCIPLINE

TOPICS 



Specific standard for natural selection and adaptation 
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STRUCTURE OF MICHIGAN SOCIAL 
STUDIES STANDARDS



MI Social Studies Standards: Examples of the philosophical foundation 
foundation 



MI Social Studies



MI Social Studies “Process and Skills” Standards



“Dimensions and Subsections”
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Overview of K-12 Social Studies “Content Expectations”

“Dimension 2 has an additional layer of three to four categories within each disciplinary subsection.

Next layer: Grade-specific standards for each discipline. 
“Explain why people create governments.” 

“Identify public issues in the school or community.”Sc
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“Crosswalk” of Layers in Social Studies and Science Standards (in handout)

Layer Parallel part of Social Studies Standards Parallel part of Science Standards

Big-picture 
themes/ 

philosophy

C3 Framework: 
College, Career, 
Civic Readiness:

“Arc of Inquiry”

- Cross-cutting Concepts (Ex: cause-effect, scale, patterns, 
systems and models, change)
- Science and Engineering practices (Ex: asking questions, 
planning investigations, using models, engaging in argument 
from evidence) 

“Top level” 
topics/ 

content

Civics, Econ, Geography and History Four “domains”: Life science, Earth and Space, Physical Science, 
Engineering

More 
specific 

content/ 
topics

Grade Level Content Expectations (GLCEs) - Disciplinary Core Ideas 
- Topics
- “Storylines” (grouping of standards)
- Individual standards

Disciplinary 
skills

Process and Skills Standards; “Dimensions” 
within those
Skills are also embedded in (GLCEs)

- Science and Engineering practices 
- Individual standards



Reframing the Curriculum: Design for Social Justice and Sustainability - Susan Santone (Routledge, 2018)
www.susansantone.com

STRUCTURE OF COMMON CORE 
ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS



“Key Shifts” (reflects the philosophical basis)

• ELA and math: Increased expectations at each grade level; “Kindergarten is the 
new first grade.”

• ELA: 50% nonfiction in elementary; 70% in high school (bigger emphasis than 
before)

• ELA: Grades 6+: Reading and writing in both science and social science

More “close reading” and staying “within the four corners of the text” 
(i.e., Focus on text; Strip away cultural, personal, historical context)





Reframing the Curriculum: Design for Social Justice and Sustainability - Susan Santone (Routledge, 2018)
www.susansantone.com

College and Career Readiness Anchor Standards: Identical across all grades and content areas.
Increase in complexity across grade levels.



Reading Standards for Literature: Excerpt (No specify specific texts/topics given)

Anchor 
standards in 
red

Note how 
standards 
“scale up” 
across 
grades.
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Benefits Drawbacks

You have many opportunities to meet 
standards in multiple strands.

Standards (theoretically) support critical 
thinking, analysis, multiple perspectives, etc. 

You have many opportunities to meet 
standards (you need to locate them!).

Teachers may be locked into a checklist 
approach that pairs a worksheet with a 
standard.

Danger of making your alignment too broad: 
“This supports standards in reading.”

Common Core ELA Standards don’t specify specific texts or topics. 
They are “content-neutral.” 
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Your book’s topics, 
take-aways, themes

ELA Standards

Impacts of our diets on 
climate change

KEY IDEAS AND DETAILS:
Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of primary and secondary sources 
[about climate change and agriculture], attending to such features as the date and 
origin of the information.

INTEGRATION OF KNOWLEDGE AND IDEAS:
Integrate quantitative or technical analysis (e.g., charts, research data about climate 
and ag) with qualitative analysis in print or digital text.

Role of youth in 
making change

TEXT TYPES AND PURPOSES (ARGUMENTATIVE WRITING:
Support claim(s) [about the connection btwn food and climate] with logical reasoning 
and relevant, accurate data and evidence that demonstrate an understanding of the 
topic or text, using credible sources.

Embedding content into specific ELA standards
Example for Presenter’s WIP, Economics for the World We Want
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Content Standard: Content-neutral/content-flexible

The health of a school or community is 

affected by the availability and 

affordability of fresh and healthy foods.

Food traditions vary by person, family, 

culture, and community.

Identify and describe the structure, elements, features, and 

purpose of a variety of informational genres [about food and 

community health] including autobiography, biography, 

personal essay, almanac, and newspaper [from community 

sources]. 

Embedding the content in ELA standards
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READER’S 
EMOTIONS

“No one gives a s--- about how you 
feel in the workplace.” 

- David Coleman, a key architect of Common 
Core; CEO of the College Board

The Warm Fuzzy Elephant Not in the Common Core Classroom

The Giver (Lois Lowry)

No: How would you feel if you were selected to become the Giver?
Yes: Cite evidence and words that reveal Jonas’ reaction to being selected.


